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To  THE  Denholme  Urhan  District  CouNCir- 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of 
your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1919,  along 
with  vital  statistics  and  Tables  C and  1).  As  however  my 
duties  as  Medical  OlTicer  only  commenced  in  the  month  of 
May, the  record  may  be  somewhat  incomplete  in  some  respects. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  District  at  the  census 
in  1911  was  2971.  The  population  at  the  middle  of  1919  is 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  2709  for  the  death-rate, 
and  at  2822  for  the  birth- rate.  I might  here  explain  that 
owing  to  disturbances  due  to  war  conditions,  the  Registrar 
General  has  adopted  a dilTerent  system  of  estimating  the  pop- 
ulation for  Birth  and  Death  rates.  For  the  death-rate  he 
excludes  men  from  the  Disti'ict  who  were  on  military  service, 
but  for  the  birth-rate  he  takes  the  death-rate  population  plus 
all  those  non-civilians  contributing  to  this  rate. 

Physical  Features  of  District  The  District  covers 
an  area  of  2563  acres.  It  is  mainly  • grass  land,  with  wide 
stretches  of  rough  moorland  at  an  elevation  of  from  800  feet 
to  1400  feet  above  sea-level.  Many  acres  are  also  covered  by 
large  reservoirs.  These  elevated  moorlands  serve  as  gathering 
grounds  for  these  reservoirs.  The  District  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Urba)i  District  of  Bingley,  west  by  that  of  Oxen- 
hope,  and  east  and  south  by  the  County  Boroughs  of  Bradford 
and  Halifax.  The  natural  drainage  of  the  District  consists  of 
three  small  brooks,  which  unite  and  form  the  TIewenden  beck 
flowing  towards  Bingley  where  it  enters  the  river  Aire.  One 
small  portion  drains  towards  Oxenhope. 

The  District  is  served  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway, 
Denholme  station  being  about  equi-distant  from  Bradford, 
Halifax  and  Keighley,  having  a good  service  of  trains  which 
enables  a large  portion  of  the  male  population  to  travel  daily 
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to  those  centres  to  work  as  engineers,  woolsorters,  and  other 
lucrative  employment.  The  population  is  almost  entirely  of 
the  well-to-do  artisan  class  engaged  in  the  woollen  mill,  dye- 
works  and  stone  quarries.  They  are  mostly  a clean,  industrious 
and  thrifty  people,  and  their  dwellings, which  are  well  built  and 
ventilated  stone  houses, though  mostly  of  the  back  to  back  type, 
are  well  kept,  clean,  and  sanitary. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births.  The  Births  registered  in  the  District  during  the 
year  1919  numbered  36  : 20  being  males  and  16  females,  one 
male  being  illegitimate.  Using  the  Registrar-General’s  figures 
this  gives  a birth-rate  equal  to  12-7  per  1000  of  the  popu- 
lation, as  compared  with  7’3  in  1918,  which  latter  year  had 
the  lowest  rate  on  record  throughout  England  and  Wales.  The 
rate  in  1919  for  England  and  Wales  was  18-5,  being  half  as 
much  again  as  for  your  District. 

Deaths.  The  Deaths  registered  as  actually  occurring  in 
your  District  during  the  year  numbered  42  ; 17  being  males 
and  25  females.  But  the  corrected  figures,  after  deducting 
those  dying  in  the  District  and  not  belonging  thereto,  and 
adding  those  belonging  to  the  District,  but  dying  elsewhere, 
mostly  in  institutions,  such  as  Workhouses,  Hospitals,  and 
Sanatoria,  give  the  total  as  47  ; 17  being  males  and  30  females, 
which  gives  a rate  equal  to  1 7 3 per  1000  of  the  population. 
In  the  previous  year  it  was  16'9,  and  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  it  was  13  8.  This  comparatively  high  death  rate 
was  no  doubt  largely  due  to  the  Influenza  epidemic  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year, which  of  itself  and  associated  with  respiratory 
diseases  was  the  cause  of  a great  many  deaths.  It  was  how- 
ever remarkable  that  in  the  autumn  two  months  passed  with- 
out a single  death  being  registered.  In  fact  from  August  the 
23rd  up  to  November  12th,  a period  of  nearly  twelve  weeks, 
no  death  occurred. 

Zymotic  Death-rate.  There  was  only  one  death  from 
any  of  the  Zymotic  diseases  belonging  to  this  District.  That 
was  a female  who  died  of  Enteric  Fever  in  one  of  the  Institu- 
tions outside  the  District,  and  therefore  not  due  to  any  local 
cause.  This  gives  a Zymotic  death-rate  equal  to  0'36  per  1000 
of  the  population. 
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Phthisis  Death-eat?:.  There  were  2 deaths  due  to  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis,  both  being  males,  a Phthisis  death-rate 
equal  to  0.7  per  1000  of  the  population. 

Influenza.  There  were  7 deaths  due  to  Influenza,  2 
being  males  and  5 females,  giving  a death-rate  equal  to  2-5 
per  1000  of  the  population. 

Respieatoey.  The  deaths  from  all  other  forms  of  Respir- 
atory diseases  were  9 in  number,  2 being  males  and  7 females; 
giving  a Respiratory  death-rate  equal  to  3'3  per  1000  of 
population. 

Infant  Mortality.  There  was  only  one  death  registered 
of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age,  this  gives  a rate  equal  to 
27  per  1000  births.  In  the  previous  year  it  was  equal  to  100, 
and  for  England  and  Wales  the  number  was  89.  Of  the  42 
deaths  occurring  within  the  District  one  was  under  1 year  of 
age  ; between  1 and  5 years  of  age  there  were  2 ; between  5 
and  16  years  1;  between  15  and  25  years  2;  betw-een  25  and 
05  years  16;  and  at  65  years  and  upwards  20. 

^ Water  Suiumv.  The  District  is  highly  favoured  as  regards 
its  .water  supply.  It  is  chiefly  from  the  reservoirs  of  the  Brad- 
ford Corporation  and  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Foster,  Ltd.  The 
water  is  of  good  quality  and  high  purity,  but  being  gathered 
from  the  peaty  moorlands  is  soft,  and  when  not  efficiently 
treated  wdth  alkali  has  a marked  plumbo-solvent  tiction  upon 
the  leaden  service  pipes.  During  the  past  very  dry  summer 
when  the  reservoirs  were  very  low  and  the  supply  was  inter- 
mittent, this  plumbo-solvent  action  was  very  observable.  We 
had  samples  of  drinking  water  taken  at  dirTerent  parts  of  the 
district,  which  on  being  submitted  to  analysis  were  shown  to 
contain  from  one-tenth  to  one-filth  of  a grain  of  lead  per  gal- 
lon of  water.  This  w’as  after  standing  in  the  service  pipes  all 
night,  but  after  allowdng  the  taps  to  run  for  a few  minutes, 
samples  drawn  from  the  same  taps  were  found  to  be  free  from 
lead.  Some  outlying  parts  of  tbe  district  have  to  rely  upon 
wells  and  springs  lor  their  supply. 

Rivers  and  8trka:us.  Tlmre  has  been  ho  pollution  of 
rivers  or  streams  observed  during  the  vear. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  means  for  sew’age  dis- 
posal are  sufficient  and  efficient  for  that  part  of  the  district 
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which  they  serve ; but  the  physical  geography  of  the  district 
renders  it  impossible  for  one  composite  system  of  sewerage  to 
serve  all  parts  of  the  district.  What  main  sewerage  there  is 
at  present  is  very  good,  but  it  only  serves  a small  part  of  the 
centre  of  the  village.  All  the  streets  on  the  north  side  of  the 
main  road  through  the  village,  with  the  exception  of  Chapel 
street  are  without  piped  drains,  and  a comprehensive  scheme 
of  sewerage  of  these  streets  to  be  connected  with  the  main 
sewer  is  very  desirable,  so  that  water  closets  with  water  borne 
sewage  could  replace  the  out  of  date  privies  which  now  have 
to  do  service  for  these  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation.  This  is  one  of  the  least  satis- 
factory of  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the  district.  The 
large  number  of  privy-middens  in  the  midst  of  the  houses, 
and  sometimes  adjoining  them  must  always  be  a source  of 
danger  to  the  public  health,  but  until  a system  of  sewerage  as 
suggested  above  is  carried  out,  it  is  impossible  to  adopt  water 
carriage  of  sewage,  which  would  be  the  ideal.  At  present  there 
are  5T2  privies  and  10  pail  or  tub  closets,  and  only  85  water 
closets  and  32  waste  water  closets. 

Scavenging.  The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff.  Upon  the  whole  it  is  as  sat- 
isfactory as  the  circumstances  allow, but  in  far  too  many  cases 
the  ash-pits  are  too  large  and  have  to  serve  too  many  houses. 
Vegetable  refuse  and  slop  water^is  thrown  into  them, and  being 
allowed  to  remain  so  long  renders  them  very  insanitary.  The 
'fact  of  the  middens  being  so  large  allows  the  intervals  between 
their  cleansing  to  be  too  long. 

Sanitaky  Inspection  of  the  District.  The  District  is 
regularly  and  systematically  visited  and  inspected.  During  the 
year  I9li»  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  made  388  inspections. 
Three  informal  notices  were  served, all  of  which  were  complied 
with.  No  statutory  notices  were  served. 

Regulated  Buildings.  There  are  two  processes  declared 
to  be  offensive  trades, viz.,  one  knacker’s  yard  and  one  maggot 
breeding  establishnient.  These  have  been  inspected  12  times 
during  the  year,  and  their  condition  has  been  found  to  be  sat- 
isfactory. There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Schools.  There  is  one  Public  Elementary  School  in  the 
district.  This  has  been  inspected  from  time  to  time.  The  water 
supply  and  sanitary  condition  is  good.  Ic  has  been  fumigated 
and  disinfected, but  its  general  cleaning  down  is  much  overdue. 
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FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  There  has  been  a plentiful  supply  of  good 
pure  milk  in  the  district.  There  are  62  registered  cow-keepers 
7 of  whom  are  milk  sellers.  Approximately  500  milch  cows 
are  kept.  Most  of  the  milk  is  sent  to  Bradford.  173  inspections 
of  cow-sheds  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  their  con- 
dition was  found  to  be  usually  satisfactory.  No  action  has 
been  taken  by  the  Council  under  the  “ Milk  (mothers  and 
children)  Order”  of  1918. 

Other  Foods  There  are  three  registered  slaughterhouses 
which  are  inspected  systematically.  There  w^ere  five  seizures 
of  unsound  meat  during  the  year,  235  ll)S.  of  mutton  being 
condemned  and  destroyed  by  order  of  a magistrate.  There  is 
no  Public  Abattoir.  There  were  two  bakehouses  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory.  No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the 
year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  your  district  has 
suffered  from  the  epidemic  of  Influenza  which  raged  in  the 
early  spring  of  the  year.  The  cases  were  not  notified  but  they 
were  very  numerous  and  very  severe.  As  previously  stated 
they  were  a considerable  factor  in  the  cause  of  the  high  death 
rate.  There  were  8 cases  of  Diphtlieria  notified  during  the 
year,  most  of  them  occurring  in  March  and  April;  fortunately 
no  deaths  resulted  therefrom.  There  was  one  case  each  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
notified 

Tuberculosis.  Two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs 
were  notified, and  there  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease, but 
but  not  these  same  two  cases.  It  is  pleasing  to  state  that  the 
medical  practitioners  of  the  district  promptly  notify  all  cases 
coming  under  their  observation.  Full  advantage  is  taken  of 
the  facilities  offered  by  the  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory 
for  the  examination  of  specimens  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  as  well 
as  for  other  specific  diseases.  Returns  are  sent  weekly  by  me 
to  the  County  Medical  Ofticer.  The  County  Health  Visitor 
visits  the  cases  and  where  necessary  the  District  Tuberculosis 
Officer  also  visits  them,  or  sees  them,  if  able  to  travel  to  the 
Dispensary  at  Keighley.  Unfortunately  there  does  not  seem 
to  be  sufficient  Sanatorium  accommodation  to  admit  of  the 
early  removal  of  suitable  cases,  and  so  valuable  time  is  lost. 
I find  the  public  very  ready  to  carry  out  advice  and  instructions 


Veneeeal  Diseases.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  Venereal  Clinic  at  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases,  both  male  and  female. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Proceedings  under  this 
heading  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Officials. 

HOUSING, 

There  are  890  houses  in  the  district,  95  per  cent  of  which 
may  be  termed  working-class  houses,  and  about  75  per  cent 
are  of  the  back  to  back  type.  No  new  houses  have  been  built 
during  the  year,  and  none  declared  unfit  for  habitation.  There 
is  undoubtedly  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  in  all  parts 
of  the  district,  this  being  due  to  the  shortage  of  houses.  For 
housing  purposes  the  district  may  be  divided  into  two  areas  : 
firstly,  the  central  area  which  comprises  the  village,  secondly, 
the  Denholme  Clough  area  which  is  at  the  extreme  south  of 
the  district.  There  is  a shortage  of  houses  in  both  areas,  but 
possibly  it  is  more  marked  in  the  second-named  area  because, 
formerly  it  was  a purely  agricultural  district  and  thinly  popu- 
lated ; whereas  now  owing  to  the  large  employment  of  labour 
at  the  works  of  the  Yeadon  Dyeing  Company, which  is  a com- 
paratively new  industry  in  this  area,  the  need  lor  houses  has 
become  very  acute.  Your  Council  has  submitted  two  schemes 
for  house  building  as  required  by  section  1 of  the  1919  Act, 
one  for  each  area  for  12  houses  each.  In  each  case  an  acre  of 
land  has  been  given,  and  plans  for  8 houses  of  Type  A have 
been  submitted  and  approved.  It  is  to  be  hoped  their  erection 
wdll  not  be  long  delayed. 

To  summarise,  the  principal  needs  of  the  district  are  more 
houses  of  a modern  type,  a more  extended  scheme  of  public 
sewerage,  and  the  reconstruction  of  ashpits  with  the  abolition 
of  privy-middens  as  far  as  possible,  and  particularly  in  the 
village  streets,  many  of  which  also  require  paving. 

I append  Tables  C and  D, 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  TUNSTALL, 


E.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  Ed. 


